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Inset Day 

On Friday, 21st October, teachers 
will be monitoring and reviewing 
our Marking and Feedback Policy.  
We will be carrying out a scrutiny 
of books from all classes, looking 
to how we can improve on the 
ongoing assessment of the 
children’s progress and 
achievement. 

Parents’ Evening 

Thank you for the excellent 
attendance at Parents’ Evenings (  
95%).  It is so important that 
teachers are able to talk to you 
about your child’s achievements 
and progress in order that you can 
support and encourage them in 
their learning.  If you were not 
able to make an appointment this 
week, please contact the school 
office or speak to your child’s 
teacher to arrange a time 
convenient to both parties. 

If you have found it difficult to 
use our on-line system, do please 
come to the office for the next 
parents’ evening in March to 
ensure you have access to the 
system. 

 

Month of the Holy 
Souls 

During the month of November we 
pray especially for members of 
our families and friends who have 
died.  If you would like the staff 
and children of St Mary’s School to 
remember your loved ones in our 
prayers and at Mass, then please 
place their names in an envelope 
and send them to your child’s 
class teacher.  All names will then 
be placed in our basket on the 
prayer table in the school hall. 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

We have been blessed with a 
positive and happy start to this 
academic year with much to look 
forward to before Christmas. 
 
I have very much enjoyed meeting 
and welcoming the many new 
families to St Mary’s and hope 
that you are now settled and feel 
a part of our community.  Our 
new teachers, Mrs Horton in EYFS 
and Miss Southgate in Year 1 are 
welcome additions to our team, 
as are our new Teaching 
Assistants, Mrs Smith and Mrs 
Conway – they have all very much 
appreciated your warm welcome. 
 
 

 
 

 

Operation Christmas 
Child 

Once again this year we are 
supporting ‘Operation Christmas 
Child’.  This is a project
organised by Samaritans’ Purse, 
an International Relief Charity, 
which sends shoe boxes full of 
gifts to children around the world 
for Christmas.  Leaflets have 
been sent home to remind you 
what can be put in the boxes.  
You can log on to the website for 
further information 
www.operationchristmaschild.org
.uk  
Last year we collected nearly 100 
boxes – let’s see if we can make 
it to 100 this year! 

 
 

Open Morning 

We will be holding our Open 
Morning for prospective EYFS 
parents and pupils on Tuesday, 
15th November from 10.00 –
11.30am.  If your child was born 
on or between 1st September 
2012 and 31st August 2013, you 
need to apply for a primary 
school place now.  Deadline for 
applications is 15th January 2017.  
You can apply online  
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissi
ons  

 

  

Upcoming Events 
  

Tues 15
th

 Nov 10.00-11.30am 

    Open Morning for   

           prospective parents 

 

Sun 20
th

 Nov  11.00am  

          First Holy Communion  

          Enrolment Mass 

 

Fri 25
th

 Nov  7.00pm    

          PTFA  Bingo Night 

 

Sat 3
rd

  Dec 11.00am – 2.00pm 

       School/Parish Christmas  

          Bazaar 

 

Sat 11
th

 Dec 11.00am 

        EYFS /KS1 Mass 



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

A Cross Country Winner 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
The Franciscan Sisters  
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Sporting Events 

 

The main sporting event this term has 
been the Bicester Area Cross Country. 
St Mary’s was well represented in each 
race with all our competitors showing 
great determination, even when the 
going got tough! 

The results were good – with someone 
from St Mary’s being placed in the top 
20 in each race. 

Daniel Holden-White achieved first 
place in the Year 1/2 Boys’ Race out of 
about 80 children. 

Well done to everyone who took part. 

After half term we can look forward to 
the Year 5/6 Swimming Gala and a Year 
2 Multi Skills tournament. 

 

 

Tomorrow, Friday 21st is an Inset 
Day when school is closed for 
pupils.  I hope you all enjoy a 
restful week with your families 
and look forward to our return on 
Monday, 31st October. 

 
 P M Pickering                               

Headteacher 

PTFA 

Our Parents, Teachers and Friends 
Association held their Annual 
General Meeting last week and 
elections were conducted to form a 
new committee: 

Chairperson - Lawrence Gain 
Vice Chair -Nina Henderson-Andrade   
Secretary (with PR & Marketing) –  
Chris West &  Dani Cope 
Treasurer –  Elena Sozzi 
Social Media – Dani Cope with help 
of Darren Collins 
Website – Darren Collins & Tim 
Moore 
Newsletter – Katrina O’Malley 

The parents who attended the AGM 
volunteered to be class 
representatives to spread the word 
about events and gather support…. 

EYFS – Lesley Chipperfield, 
Catherine Nugent, Ruth Nixon & 
Melissa Knowles 
Y1 –     Nina Henderson-Andrade   
Y1/2 -  Dani Cope 
Y2 –    Katrina O’Malley & Catherine 
Mitchell 
Y3 – Katrina O’Malley, Tim Moore, 
Darren Collins & Graham Forsyth 
Y4 –RR Chris West & Sharon Telford 
Y4 –HD Tina Pearce & Mandy Flack 
Y5 – Katy Gore 
Y5/6 – Helen Johnson & Sam Connor 
Y6 – Ellen Conway & Dani Cope 

The dedication and hard work of our 
small PTFA committee last year 
means that we have a healthy 
balance of £9,000.  At the AGM we 
discussed ideas for the school which 
included resurfacing of the play 
areas for our children. 

I do hope that you will make every 
effort to support the upcoming PTFA 
events.  We need more parents to 
be involved in helping to organise 
and run events in order for them to 
be successful, so please give some 
thought as to how you can assist the 
few parents who are working very 
hard to keep our PTFA running. 
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Franciscan Sisters 

On Friday, 14th October we 
enjoyed a delightful visit from 
the community of Franciscan 
Sisters of the Renewal…..Father 
John had arranged for the 
Sisters to spend the day in 
School as part of our Year of 
Mercy special events.  They 
spent a lovely day with us, 
leading a whole school 
assembly, workshops with 
individual phases and joining in 
with Golden Time activities at 
the end of the day.  The sisters 
devote their lives to helping 
the poor and oppressed and 
were a wonderful inspiration to 
our children, through their 
witness of faith and joy in 
being able to do God’s work 
helping others.  They are 
totally dependent on the 
generosity of benefactors and I 
hope you will visit their 
website and consider donating 
to support them in their 
evangelisation. 

www.franciscansisterscfr.com 


