
ST MARY’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Welcome back.  Thank you very much for the Christmas gifts, cards and 

kind wishes.  I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and a happy New 

Year.   

 

‘Time to Play and All Dressed Up 

Our creative curriculum topic theme is ‘Time to Play and All Dressed Up’.  

This topic incorporates History, Science, Art, DT, Computing, Music and 

PE.  As part of this topic we will be looking at how toys have changed 

since the start of the 20th century.  In Science, we will be identifying, 

naming and describing materials and their properties.  In addition to this, 

we will be investigating how materials can be changed and discovering 

which materials would make the best umbrella or waterproof coat.  We 

will also be finding out which materials are used for different purposes to 

make uniforms or sports equipment.  In Computing the children will be 

learning about how to stay safe on the internet.  They will then be 

selecting information in a website and find answers to questions using a 

website.  In DT the children will be investigating how kites are made 

before designing and making their own kite.  A copy of the topic web is 

also attached, which provides more detail about what we will be covering 

this term. 

 

RE 

This term we will be learning about some of the parables Jesus told his 

disciples and the messages that these teach us about how we should live 

our lives.  We will also be looking at the miracles Jesus performed and 

what they teach us about Jesus.  In the work about forgiveness, we will 

be talking about what it means to forgive others and seek forgiveness if 

we have done something wrong.  During the season of Lent, we will be 

thinking about what we can do to get closer to God and discussing our 

journey through Lent coming to its conclusion at the end of Holy Week. 

 

MATHS 

This term’s Maths work will cover a range of areas including multiplication 

and division, measures including length and weight as well as telling the 

time on a 24 hour clock, position and direction.  In addition and 

subtraction, we will be consolidating our understanding and use of written 

methods and applying these to word problems.  We will also be learning 

about how to solve open ended investigations by working more 

systematically. 

 

LITERACY 

Narrative 



In Literacy this term, we will be focussing on stories by the same author 

and stories from other cultures.  We will be learning about different 

types of sentences as well as how to add more detail to sentences to 

make them more interesting.  In addition to this, there will be a focus on 

starting sentences in different ways and using a range of simple and 

compound sentences. 

 

Non-fiction 

The focus for non-fiction writing this term will be on information texts.  

We will also be identifying the features of information texts and using 

this knowledge to create our own information pages and fact files.  

 

Phonics 

Children will continue to be taught in groups for phonics.  There is a 

phonics lesson every day and we follow the Letters and Sounds phonics 

programme for the teaching of phonics, which is a synthetic phonics 

programme advocated by the Government.   

 

SPAG 

Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar activities will be taught as part of the 

Literacy lessons.  We will be continuing to learn and practise the words 

from the spelling list which we sent out earlier in the school year.  Please 

support your child by reading and spelling these words at home. Please ask 

if you would like another copy of the spelling list. 

READING 

The Oxford Reading Tree scheme, which includes a range of fiction and 

non-fictions texts, will continue to be used.  The books are banded 

according to level of difficulty in terms of decoding words and 

understanding of the text into different colour bands.  There is 

progression through each colour of the book band system, with books 

becoming increasingly more difficult throughout each of the bands.  

Reading books will be changed on a regular basis and we will continually 

monitor the progress of each child’s reading.  Encourage your child to 

read daily at home, keeping a note of books read in their personal reading 

record. Please ensure that your child’s reading book and reading record 

are in school every day, even if they have not finished reading the book. 

Children always enjoy being read to even when they can read fluently for 

themselves, so do try to share a story with them whenever time allows.  

If you have any queries or concerns regarding your child’s reading, please 

write them in the reading diary. 

 

HOMEWORK 

Maths, Literacy or Topic homework will be set each week, which is to be 

completed in the homework book provided.  Homework will be set on a 

Thursday and is to be handed in by Tuesday of the following week.  The 

homework will consolidate the work covered in Maths or Literacy or be 

part of our creative curriculum topic and we encourage all children to 



complete the homework on time.  We do not expect the homework to take 

more than 30 minutes; if your child has not finished the homework within 

this time, please stop and write a note in the homework book.    

 

TIMES TABLES 

Please support your child at home with the learning of times tables as 

they form an integral part of a child’s understanding of number and links 

to other areas of the Maths curriculum.  It is important that children are 

able to recall the times tables facts quickly in order and also at random.  

Only when this is happening accurately and reliably over a period of time 

do children truly know their times tables facts.  This term we will focus 

on learning the times tables facts in the 2, 5 and 10x tables.  If your 

child is secure with these times tables, please learn and practise the 

corresponding division facts for these times tables. 

 

PE AND GAMES 

Children should wear shorts and t-shirt for indoor P.E.  It is vital that 

you label all school clothing with your child’s name to avoid confusion when 

they change for P.E.  Our PE lesson will now be on a Friday afternoon 

when we will improving our gymnastics skills individually, in pairs and in 

small groups. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friday 3rd February: Year One class assembly  

Wednesday 8th February: Key Stage One Mass 9:30 at Church 

Friday 10th February: Break up for half term 

Monday 20th February: Back to school 

Tuesday 21st and Wednesday 22nd March: Parents’ Evening 3:30 – 6:00pm 

Friday 7th April: Break up for the Easter Holidays at 3:15pm 

 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 

We will be very happy to see parents within Key Stage One for help on 

school trips and always welcome additional support within the classroom 

listening to children read for example.  You would be required to fill in a 

CRB form.  Please contact the school for further information. 

 

If you would like any further information about the curriculum or have 

any other questions or queries, we would be happy to talk to you about 

this and are available most days after school. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Miss Southgate  


