
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   

 

  

 

Confirmation 2017 

 

 

 
Manor Adventure  

PTFA 

Our PTFA have been 
exceptionally busy this term 
organising Cinema Night, St 
Patrick’s Night Karaoke and
Mother’s Day stalls….Thank you 
so much to everyone who has 
worked to ensure all the 
events have been a success –
not only in raising funds for our 
school but also to provide 
occasions and experiences for 
children and adults to enjoy. 
 

 

 

Newsletter      7  Apr i l  2017 

 

Headteacher:   Miss  Patr ic ia  Picker ing  

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Newsletter 

              Newsletter 

Dear Parents 

This has been a long term  
with lots going on........ 

 

Confirmation 

Our Year 6 children were 
confirmed by Bishop William 
Kenney on 4th March – it was a 
beautiful Mass in which the 
children took on active and 
responsible roles, reading and 
singing.  Please continue to 
pray for them, that the Holy 
Spirit will enlighten and guide 
them in their lives as they 
prepare to move on to 
secondary school. 

 

Manor Adventure 

Our Year 4 children spent two 
nights at Manor Adventure in 
Shropshire with Mrs Rance, 
Miss Duncan, Mrs Hendrickse
and one of our governors, Mr 
Chris Hartley.  They all really 
enjoyed the experience –
thank you to the adults who 
generously gave of their time 
to ensure our children could 
participate in the adventure. 

 

 

Lenten Masses 

It has been a great pleasure to 
share our early morning 
Masses with so many families –
a wonderful way to fulfil our 
Lenten obligations through the 
Eucharist.  Thank you to all 
those who joined us. 

I would like to thank Fr John 
and Fr Linh, on behalf of 
pupils, staff and parents for 
their generosity of time in 
enriching the spiritual life of 
our community. 

 

Silver Jubilee Mass 

We celebrated a beautiful 
Mass of thanksgiving for Father 
John’s Silver Jubilee on 10th

March.  It was wonderful that 
many of you were able to 
share the special occasion.  As 
you will remember, a year ago 
we made a pledge to Fr John 
that we would raise 25 
hundred pounds for his Charity 
the Batthula Care Trust.  We 
were delighted to be able to 
present him with a cheque for 
£10,000 on behalf of our 
school community.  It is good 
to know that this money will 
be used to help the poor, sick 
and elderly in India by 
providing them with shelter, 
medicines and education.  The 
children and staff are proud of 
their achievement and Fr 
John, on behalf of all the 
volunteers who work for the 
Batthula Care Trust, is most 

grateful. 
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Fr John’s Silver Jubilee Mass 

 
Staffing 
 
Mrs Hendrickse, who has been a 
Teaching Assistant with us for the 
last 9 years will be leaving to move 
on to pastures new in caring for the 
elderly. We have recently 
appointed a new Teaching 
Assistant, Mrs Griffin. 

 
Sporting Update 
 
On 4th April, Mr Mawn from NOSSP
trained our Year 5 Playground 
Leaders along with one of our 
Lunchtime Supervisors, Miss 
Pickwell.  They will be spending 
lunchtimes on the KS1 field leading 
sport activities with the children. 

Year 5 Sports Leaders 
There have been many different 
sporting activities taking place in 
and out of school. 

Our football team have played six 
matches as part of the Bicester 
League against other schools.  They 
played incredibly well, improving as 
a team throughout the season; we 
had four losses; one win and one 
draw. 

Other year groups have participated 
in events across Bicester. Year 1’s 
took part in a Multi Skills festival, 
Year 3 girls went to Brookside and 
took part in many different sports, 
including boxing and yoga.  UKS2 
participated in a multi skills event, 
uni-hockey and tag rugby. 

 

 
Academies 

 
 
Many of you will be aware of 
the government’s agenda in 
wanting all schools to become 
academies…..For us as a 
Catholic School, our Trustee is 
the Archdiocese of Birmingham.  
The Trustees of the Archdiocese 
have requested that all schools 
under the Diocesan Trust Deed 
work towards becoming 
“academy ready”.  This means 
that the Archdiocese sees the 
long term future of its schools 
as forming and being part of a 
multi academy company with 
other Catholic schools in their 
local area.  To support this, the 
Diocesan Education Service has 
requested that the governing 
bodies of our schools establish a 
working group to look at the 
school’s current position with 
regard to becoming an 
academy. 
 
A number of the governors at St 
Mary’s school have formed a 
working group and are currently 
discussing where our school is 
with regard to working with 
other local Catholic schools as 
well as developing their own 
knowledge and understanding of 
what becoming an Academy 
means and how this is different 
from our current situations. 
 
We will, in the coming months, 
keep you informed of 
discussions and how the 
Academy Agenda is progressing 
for St Mary’s School. 
 
 

 
Presentation of cheque for 
Batthula Care Trust 

 

Father Hudson’s 
Society 

Just a reminder that the Good 
Shepherd Appeal boxes that you 
have been collecting in during Lent 
will need to be brought into school 
during the first week back after the 
holidays.  Our Year 6 pupils will be 
attending a special Mass at Corpus 
Christi Church in Headington where 
they will present our donation to the 
charity. 

Parents’ Evenings 

Our Parents’ Evenings earlier in 
March were very well attended.  
Thank you for coming to speak to 

your child/ren’s teachers. 

 

I hope you will make every effort 
to attend Masses and services with 
your  children during Holy Week 
and at Easter to remember Our 
Lord’s passion and death and 
celebrate His resurrection.  This is 
the most important feast of the 
Liturgical Year – marking in such a 
special way how much God loves 
each of us.  A leaflet with times of 
services and Masses at the 
Immaculate Conception during 
Holy Week is attached to this 
Newsletter. 

Have a wonderful Easter break and 
I look forward to seeing you all 
back on Monday, 24th April. 

  
      
      
      P M Pickering 

      Headteacher 


