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Headteacher:   Miss  Patr ic ia  Picker ing  

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Newsletter 

          Newsletter 

Dear Parents 

It has been a short but very busy 
term with lots going on for staff 
and pupils….. 

Staffing 

We welcome back Mrs Horton, 
EYFS, and Mrs Rance to Year 1/2,
from their maternity leave.  Miss 
Turczak, who was teaching Y1/2, 
is going travelling but we look 
forward to her return to St Mary’s 
in the Summer term. 
 
After 9 years working as a 
Teaching Assistant, Mrs Haley is 
leaving us to spend more time 
with her family.  We thank her for 
the contribution she has made to 
our school and wish her well. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

� Thurs 22
nd

  February 3.30pm 

        Y4 Parents Meeting re 

        Manor Adventure 

 

� Sat 3
rd

 March  

       Retreat day for Confirmandi 

 

� Thurs 22
nd

 Feb, 1
st

  8
th

, 15
th 

22
nd

 March 8.00am 

       Early Morning  Mass for Lent 

 

�  Sat 17
th

 March 6.00pm 

Confirmation Mass 

 

� Mon 17
th

 April 7.00pm 

Meeting for Y2 Parents re 

Reconciliation JPII Centre 

 

� 12
th

 – 14
th

 March 

 Y4 Residential Manor   

  Adventure 

 

� 22
nd

 April 9.00am Mass 

Reconciliation Enrolment 

 

� Wed 21
st

 & Thurs 22
nd 

March  

Parents’ Evenings 

 

Book Week –  
“Let’s all Read” 
Mrs Lawrence has organised another  
fabulous Book Week……… The theme 
was “Let’s All Read”.  The children 
have shared and swapped books.  We 
also welcomed the  author – Adam 
Guillain who led an assembly and 
shared with the children some of his
own stories.  He led writing 
workshops for all pupils throughout 
the day.  The week has been full of 
fun activities, competitions and 
inspiration, serving to bring reading 
to the forefront of the curriculum.  I 
would like to thank Mrs Lawrence for 
her hard work and enthusiasm in 
making St Mary’s Book Week such a 
success. 

 

Adam Guillain with Miss 
Pickering and children 

Woburn Safari Park 

On Thursday, 25th January, as part 
of their Creative Curriculum topic 
on ‘Let’s Go on Safari’, Key Stage 
One visited Woburn Safari Park.  
They had a wonderful day packed 
full of fun.  In the morning they 
had a coach safari with a tour guide 
who taught them lots of interesting 
facts about the different animals.  
In the afternoon, they watched a 
sea lion show and had the 
opportunity to look around the rest 
of the park, getting close to the 
lemurs, wallabys, meerkats and 
elephants. 

 
IMPS/Junior Citizen 

Our Year Six pupils have all 
taken part in the IMPS (Injury 
Minimisation Programme for 
Schools) at the Horton Hospital 
as well as the Junior Citizen 
Trust Safety Activities in Oxford.  
These experiences are 
interactive and the children are 
taught a variety of life skills 
which focus on how to keep 
themselves safe whilst 
potentially helping others who 

may be in difficulty or distress. 



 
 
  

   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents’ Evenings 

Parents’ Evenings have been arranged 
for Wednesday 21st and Thursday 22nd

March.  Again, we will be using the 
eSchools Learning Platform to book 
appointments. 
 

Sporting Events 

On 10th January, 23 of our Year 6 pupils 
took part in Bicester School Sports 
Partnership indoor athletics 
competition.  They competed in a 
variety of track and field events.
Overall, out of a total of 9 schools, St 
Mary’s finished in 2nd place, narrowly 
missing out to Kings Meadow.  The 
children enjoyed the experience and 
were commended for demonstrating 
the school games values of Passion, 
Self-belief, Respect, Honesty, 
Determination and Teamwork. 

Last week our Key Stage One pupils 
attended a Sports Partnership Multi 
Skills event at Bicester Leisure Centre.  
Our Year Six students organised and 
ran a variety of activities for the 
younger children from schools 
throughout Bicester.  The event was 
fun and energetic and was enjoyed by 

all who attended. 

 

 

  Year 6 Athletics Team 
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Sacramental 
Preparation 

Our Year 6 children will take part in 
a retreat day with Parish Catechists 
on 3rd March and will be Confirmed 
by His Grace Archbishop Bernard 
Longley on Saturday, 17th March at 
6.00pm. 

Children in Year 3 continue to be 
prepared by Fr Linh to receive the 
Eucharist for the first time on 13th

May and 20th May. 

Pupils in Year 2 will be prepared for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
ready to make their first Confession 
on 20th  June.  There is a meeting 
for parents of Year 2 children on 
Monday, 17th  April at 7.00pm in the 
John Paul II Centre and an 
Enrolment Mass on Sunday, 22nd

April. 

I ask you to keep all those children 
preparing for the Sacraments in your 
prayers over the coming months. 

 

 

. 

 Father Hudson’s 
Care 
 
As always, during the season of 
Lent, we have sent home with 
the children this week, the Good 
Shepherd Appeal boxes from 
Father Hudson’s Care to put their 
spare change in.  This, I hope , 
will remind them that Lent is a 
time of prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving.  Father Hudson’s 
Care is the Social Care Agency of 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Birmingham and it offers help 
to those in need – children, 
families, adults.  Please give 
generously to this worthy cause 
and we look forward to receiving 
your filled boxes at Easter. 

 
 
 Lenten Masses 
 
The Holy Season of Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday, 14th March. As this is 
during the half-term break I hope you 
will make every effort to  take your 
children to Mass to receive ashes.  
Mass times at the Immaculate 
Conception are 9:30am, 12 noon and 
7.30pm. 

During Lent, Canon John and Fr Linh 
will be celebrating early morning Mass 
once a week in school for parents and 
children.  This is an opportunity for 
those of you who lead busy working 
lives to have time for reflection and 
receive the Eucharist.  Over five
weeks, the Masses will be on 
Thursdays – 22ndFeb, 1st, 8th, 15th, & 
22nd  March at 8am.  We will be 
serving breakfast after Mass (before 
school) with donations going to the 
Batthula Care Trust 
(www.bcaretrust.com).   

I hope that many of you will be able 
to join us for early morning Mass and, 
of course, share breakfast with us.   

Finally, I wish you all an enjoyable 
and restful week with your families 
and look forward to seeing you on 
Monday, 19th  February. 
 

 
P M Pickering 
Headteacher 

 


