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Dear Parents
We have come to the end of the
Spring term in which there has
been lots happening........

Confirmation
Our Year 6 children were
confirmed
by
His
Grace
Archbishop Bernard Longley on
17th March – it was a beautiful
Mass in which the children took
on active and responsible roles,
reading and singing.
Please
continue to pray for them, that
the Holy Spirit will enlighten
and guide them in their lives as
they prepare to move on to
secondary school.

Manor Adventure
Our Year 4 children spent two
nights at Manor Adventure in
Shropshire with Miss Duncan,
Mrs Brown, Miss Daulton and
one of our governors, Mr Chris
Hartley.
They all really
enjoyed the experience – thank
you to the adults who
generously gave of their time to
ensure our children could
participate in the adventure.

Lenten Masses &
Confessions

PTFA
Our PTFA have been very busy
this term organising Cinema
Night, Mother’s Day stalls and
a Cream Tea afternoon. Thank
you so much to everyone who
has worked to ensure all the
events have been a success –
not only in raising funds for our
school but also to provide
occasions and experiences for
children and adults to enjoy.
Money that
over the last
will be spent
outside play
children.

has been raised
year by the PTFA
on enhancing the
areas for all our

It has been a great pleasure to
share our early morning
Masses, celebrated by Canon
John with so many families – a
wonderful way to fulfil our
Lenten obligations through the
Eucharist. Thank you to all
those who joined us.
Those children who have made
their First Reconciliation all
had the opportunity to go to
Confession, with Fr Linh,
throughout Lent.
I would like to thank Canon
John and Fr Linh, on behalf of
pupils, staff and parents for
their generosity of time in
enriching the spiritual life of
our school community.

Ursuline Sisters

Manor Adventure

The Catholic Community of
Bicester has been joined by
three nuns from the Ursuline
Convent in Kerala, India.
They will be working to
support our Parish and School
– Sisters Rose, Shirley and Sani
have already visited school
and attended our Masses. I
hope you will ensure they feel
welcomed and at home in our
community.

School Newsletter

Page 2 of 2
Legoland announcement!

Following our successful Ofsted
Inspection in October last year,
I wanted to reward the children
for their excellent behavior and
enthusiasm for learning which
was commented on by our
Inspector and for us, as a
school, to celebrate the ‘Good’
report. As your children may
have already told you, I
announced in an assembly
yesterday that we would be
going to Legoland in Windsor on
Thursday, 14th June. The visit
will be the highpoint of a whole
school creative curriculum topic
called “Budding Builders and
Marvellous Makers”. Teachers
have worked very hard to plan
an exciting curriculum for the
summer term and we will let
you know more about it and the
many
. activities there are to
look forward to when we return
after the Easter break.

Children Singing for
Children
At the beginning of this month our
Choir sang at St Edburg’s Church in
Children Singing for Children. They
gave an excellent performance
among other primary schools from
Bicester
and
were
great
ambassadors for St Mary’s. Well
done to all, including Mrs O’Donnell
who had prepared them for the
event.

Masses & Services at the
Immaculate Conception
Thurs 29th March Holy (Maundy)
Thursday
7.30m Mass of the Lord’s Supper
(Commissioning & renewal of
Eucharistic Ministers)
Fri 30th March Good Friday
11.00am Procession of Witness
3.00pm Solemn Celebration of
the Lord’s Passion
7.00pm Multi-lingual Stations of
the Cross
Sat 31st March Holy Saturday
4.00pm Blessing of Food for Polish
Community
7.30pm Easter Vigil
Sun 1st April Easter Sunday
Resurrection of the Lord
9.00am Mass
10.00am Mass (Hethe)
11.00am Mass

As you will be aware, our lunches are
to be provided by Fresh Start from
Monday, 16th April. Please read the
information you have been given with
your log-in details on and note that
lunch choices need to be made by
Tuesday of the previous week. We had
much positive response from parents
at the tasting sessions and I do believe
that our children will have more varied
and healthy fresh cooked options to
choose from.
event.

Father Hudson’s
Society
Just a reminder that the Good
Shepherd Appeal boxes that you have
been collecting in during Lent will
need to be brought into school during
the first week back after the holidays.
Our Year 6 pupils will be attending a
special Mass at Corpus Christi Church
in Headington where they will present
our donation to the charity.

Parents’ Evenings
Friendship Week
We had a lovely week, after the
half-term break, when we focused
on “Friendship”.
Mrs Bradshaw
organised a variety of events for
the whole school to take part in – it
highlighted the importance of being
a good friend and gave everyone
food for thought as to how to be a
better friend. Thank you to Mrs
Bradshaw for her diligence and
enthusiasm in making the week
such a success.

Sporting Update
A team of Year 6 pupils took part in
a Schools Partnership Netball
competition and, despite heavy
rain, finished in 2nd place. They,
therefore, qualified for the North
Oxfordshire finals which took place
on 14th March. Out of 16 schools
who reached this stage, St Mary’s
finished in a commendable 4th
place. Some excellent netball was
played across the two events and
the school games values of
teamwork and respect shone
through!

Our Parents’ Evenings this month were
very well attended – 98%. Thank you
for coming to speak to teachers in
order to help and support your
children in their learning.
I hope you will make every effort to
attend Masses and services with your
children over the Easter Triduum to
remember Our Lord’s passion and
death
and
celebrate
His
resurrection.
This is the most
important feast of the Liturgical
Year – marking in such a special way
how much God loves each of us.
Services
and
Masses
at
the
Immaculate Conception are detailed
on this Newsletter.
Have a wonderful Easter break and I
look forward to seeing you all back
on Monday, 16th April.

P M Pickering
Headteacher

