
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Newsletter       15  February 2019  

 

Headteacher:   Mis s  Pat r i c ia  Pi cker ing  

 

St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Newsletter 

          Newsletter 

Dear Parents 

It has been a short but very busy 
term with lots going on for staff and 
pupils….. 

Staffing 
We welcomed Miss Gibson to Y3 as 
she covers for Mrs Rance who has 
gone on maternity leave and Miss 
Jackson who is covering for Mrs 
Jeffrey who is also on maternity 
leave. 

 
We are pleased to announce that 
both teachers on maternity leave 
have had their second babies – Mrs 
Jeffrey had a little girl, Amalia, on 
27th December and Mrs Rance had a 
little boy, Teddy, on 9th February.
All are doing well! Congratulations 
to both families. 

Upcoming Events 
 
 25th February-1st March 

Book Week 
 

 2nd March 9.00am 
Parents’ Session for First 
Holy Communion JPII Centre 
 

 6th – 8th March 
 Y4 Residential Manor   
  Adventure 
 

 Thurs 7th, 14th 21st, 28th 
March & 4th April  8.00am 

       Early Morning  Mass for Lent 
 
  Sat 23rd  March 6.00pm 

Confirmation Mass 
 

 Tues 26th March 7.00pm 
Meeting for Y2 Parents re 
Reconciliation JPII Centre 

 
 Wed 27th& Thurs 28th March  

Parents’ Evenings 
 

 31st March 9.00am Mass 
Reconciliation Enrolment 

 

Book Week –  
“It’s a Crime Not to 
Read” 
Mrs Lawrence is organising another  
fabulous Book Week for after half 
term.  The theme is “It’s a Crime 
Not to Read”.  Our two visiting 
authors will be Caroline Lawrence 
and Teresa Heapy who will be 
sharing their own stories and insights 
into writing.   The week will be full 
of fun activities, competitions and 
inspiration, serving to bring reading 
to the forefront of the curriculum. 
Crack the Code and children can win 
books for their classroom.  Of 
course, we will all be dressing up on 
Friday, 1st March!  The Book Fair will 
be running Thursday and Friday after 
school.    

 

Make Me Smile 
This half term the Year 6 and Year 
3 pupils took part in the ‘Make Me 
Smile’ project supported by the 
charity One-Eighty. The Make Me 
Smile project is a peer to peer 
mentoring mental health awareness 
course for primary school children. 
The children listened to the story 
‘A Huge Bag of Worries’ by Virginia 
Ironside which tells the story of a 
girl called Jenny who is 
overwhelmed with her worries. 
Using this story, the children were 
shown strategies that may support 
their own worries. The children 
then created their own smiley faces 
to remind them to look after their 
mental health. 
 
Next half term the school will be 
holding a Make Me Smile Day to 
celebrate the end of the project. 
 

IMPS 
Our Year Six pupils have all 
taken part in the IMPS (Injury 
Minimisation Programme for 
Schools) at the Horton Hospital.  
This experience is interactive 
and the children are taught a 
variety of life skills which focus 
on how to keep themselves safe 
whilst potentially helping others 
who may be in difficulty or 
distress. 



 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sporting Events 
We are continuing with the 
competitive ‘Mile Run’ where children 
run around the marked out track 
around the school seven times to 
complete their mile.  All children have 
been taking part in this exercise.  UKS2 
pupils have had their times recorded 
and have been competing against their 
own times to improve.  Current leaders 
are  

Boys – Harry Flack & Sean Mistula with 
a time of 7 mins 25 secs 

Girls – Libby Connor & Scarlett Flack 
with a time of 8 mins 11 secs 

The Spring term has been exciting for 
our footballers, with the addition of St 
Mary’s first Girls’ team.  Although the 
girls have only played one match, we 
are delighted with the enthusiasm and 
sportsmanship which they have all 
shown so far!  We look forward to 
many more matches after half term. 

It is looking like a busy term for the 
boys’ football team who also have 
many matches lined up in the coming 
few weeks. 

Next term, some of Year 5 and Year 6 
children will have the opportunity to 
participate in partnership events such 
as Hockey at The Cooper School and a 
Netball competition at The Bicester 
School.  More information regarding 
dates and times for these events will 
be given to those attending in a 
separate letter. 

 

  Year 6 Girls Football Team 

Page 2 of 3 School Newsletter 

 

Parents’ Evenings 
Parents’ Evenings have been 
arranged for Wednesday 27th and 
Thursday 28th    March.  Again, we 
will be using the eSchools Learning 
Platform to book appointments. 
Sacramental 
Preparation 
Our Year 6 children will take part 
in a retreat day with Parish 
Catechists on 9th March and will be 
Confirmed by Bishop William 
Kenney on Saturday, 23rd March at 
6.00pm. 

Children in Year 3 continue to be 
prepared by Fr Rob and Sister Rose 
to receive the Eucharist for the 
first time on 12th May and 19th May. 

Pupils in Year 2 will be prepared 
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
ready to make their first Confession 
on Wednesday, 19th June at 
6.30pm.  There is a meeting for 
parents of Year 2 children on 
Tuesday, 26th March at 7.00pm in 
the John Paul II Centre and an 
Enrolment Mass on Sunday, 31st

March. 

I ask you to keep all those children 
preparing for the Sacraments in 
your prayers over the coming 
months. 

 

 
 Father Hudson’s 
Care 
 
As always, during the season of 
Lent, we will send home with the 
children the Good Shepherd 
Appeal boxes from Father 
Hudson’s Care to put their spare 
change in.  This, I hope, will 
remind them that Lent is a time 
of prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  
Father Hudson’s Care is the 
Social Care Agency of the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of 
Birmingham and it offers help to 
those in need – children, 
families, adults.  Please give 
generously to this worthy cause 
and we look forward to receiving 
your filled boxes at Easter. 
 
 
 Lenten Masses 
 
The Holy Season of Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday, 6th March. There will be a 
whole school Mass in The Immaculate 
Conception on that day at 9.30am. I 
hope you will make every effort to 
attend this Mass to receive ashes.   

During Lent, Canon John and Fr Rob
will be celebrating early morning Mass 
once a week in school for parents and 
children.  This is an opportunity for 
those of you who lead busy working 
lives to have time for reflection and 
receive the Eucharist.  Over five
weeks, the Masses will be on 
Thursdays – 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th

March and 4th April at 8am.  We will 
be serving breakfast after Mass 
(before school) with donations going 
to the Batthula Care Trust 
(www.bcaretrust.com).   

I hope that many of you will be able 
to join us for early morning Mass and, 
of course, share breakfast with us.   

Finally, I wish you all an enjoyable 
and restful week with your families 
and look forward to seeing you on 
Monday, 25th  February. 
 

 
P M Pickering 
Headteacher 
 


