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Newsletter
Confirmation 2019

Dear Parents
We have come to the end of the
Spring term in which there has
been lots happening........

Confirmation
Our Year 6 children were
confirmed by Bishop William
Kenney on 23rd March – it was a
beautiful Mass in which the
children took on active and
responsible roles, reading and
singing.
Please continue to
pray for them, that the Holy
Spirit will enlighten and guide
them in their lives as they
prepare, in their last term here
at St Mary’s, to move on to
secondary school.

Manor Adventure
Our Year 4 children spent two
nights at Manor Adventure in
Shropshire with Mrs Clarke, Mrs
Brown, Mrs Smith and one of
our governors, Mr Chris Hartley.
They all really enjoyed the
experience – thank you to the
adults who generously gave of
their time to ensure our
children could participate in
the adventure.

PTFA
Our PTFA have been very busy
this term organising Cinema
Night and Mother’s Day gifts.
Thank you so much to
everyone who has worked to
ensure all the events have
been a success – not only in
raising funds for our school but
also to provide occasions and
experiences for children and
adults to enjoy.
Money that has been raised
over the last year by the PTFA
will be spent on enhancing the
school
environment
and
supporting
activities
that
enrich the school curriculum
for our pupils.

Lenten Masses &
Confessions
It has been a great pleasure to
share our early morning
Masses, celebrated by Canon
John and Father Rob with so
many families – a wonderful
way to fulfil our Lenten
obligations
through
the
Eucharist. Thank you to all
who joined us.
Those children who have made
their First Reconciliation all
had the opportunity to go to
Confession, with Father Rob,
throughout Lent.
Each week, Sister Rose and
Father Rob have been working
with the pupils in Year 3 who
are preparing to make their
First Holy Communion in May.
I would like to thank Canon
John, Father Rob and Sister
Rose, on behalf of pupils, staff
and
parents
for
their
generosity of time in enriching
the spiritual life of our school
community.

Manor Adventure
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Section 48
R.E. Inspection
Our visit from the two Diocese
Religious Education Inspectors
went
well
and
although
demanding for staff, was a
positive experience.
Thank
you to the many parents who
took the time to speak or write
to the inspectors – your views
and comments were most
appreciated.

Make Me Smile Day!
Yesterday, Mrs Driver, our SENCo,
organised a Make Me Smile Day – as
well as having good fun, pupils
were given the opportunity to learn
strategies that will help to support
their feelings of well-being. Thank
you to Mrs Driver for her
enthusiasm and dedication.

.

Thurs 18th April Holy (Maundy)
Thursday
7.30m Mass of the Lord’s Supper
(Commissioning & renewal of
Eucharistic Ministers)
Fri 19th April Good Friday
11.00am Procession of Witness
Fasting
3.00pm
Solemn Celebration of
the Lord’s Passion
7.00pm Multi-lingual Stations of
the Cross
Sat 20th April Holy Saturday
4.00pm Blessing of Food for Polish
Community
7.30pm Easter Vigil
Sun 21st April Easter Sunday
Resurrection of the Lord
9.00am Mass
10.00am Mass (Hethe)
11.00am Mass

We are also getting a new server in the
hall where children collect their hot
lunches from the kitchen – updating it
and making it more fit for purpose.

As part of our almsgiving during Lent,
each phase of the school has been
raising money for various charities –
Early Years and Key Stage One for the
Batthula Care Trust, Lower Key Stage
Two for CAFOD and Upper Key Stage
Two for Father Hudson’s Care. The
children will be organising events next
term to boost their fund raising efforts
– I hope you will be generous in your
support.

We look forward to receiving,
and sharing with you, the
official report after the Easter
holidays.

Mon 15th April
7.00pm Penitential Service and
Confessions

Over the Easter break the Year 4/5
toilets along the Key Stage Two
corridor are going to be completely
refurbished to make them ‘open plan’.

Lenten Charities

Thank you also to all our staff
for going ‘above and beyond’
in their preparation and hard
work and to the governors who
gave their time and support for
our school.

Masses & Services at the
Immaculate Conception

Holiday
Refurbishments

Sporting Update
This term we have enjoyed more
sporting success. On 20th March,
our girl's football team played
against Chesterton Primary School
and came away with a 3-1 win.
Goal scorers were Matilda Pearce
and Libby Connor. I would like to
take
this
opportunity
to
congratulate the girls on their
excellent
sportsmanship
and
behaviour in representing St Mary’s
School.
All pupils throughout the school
have continued to participate in the
Weekly Mile. This, of course,
improves the physical and mental
health of our children. It's a social,
as well as physical activity where
the children run or jog at their own
pace and it has been proven to
improve focus in the classroom. In
Key Stage Two, the children have
been
recording
their
times,
monitoring how their fitness is
improving over the term.

Parents’ Evenings
Our Parents’ Evenings this month
were very well attended – 96%.
Thank you for coming to speak to
teachers in order to help and
support your children in their
learning.

Just a reminder that the Good
Shepherd Appeal boxes that you have
been collecting in during Lent will
need to be brought into school during
the first week back after the holidays.
Our Year 6 pupils will be attending a
special Mass at Corpus Christi Church
in Headington where they will present
our donation to the charity.

During the season of Lent we have
accomplished much with the children
in preparation for Holy Week and
Easter, in particular, through prayer,
fasting and almsgiving. I, therefore,
do hope you will make every effort to
attend Masses and services with your
children over the Easter Triduum to
remember Our Lord’s passion and
death and celebrate His resurrection.
This is the most important feast of the
Liturgical Year – marking in such a
special way how much God loves each
of us. Services and Masses at the
Immaculate Conception are detailed on
this Newsletter.
Have a wonderful Easter break and I
look forward to seeing you all back on
Tuesday, 23rd April.

P M Pickering
Headteacher

