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“Staff promote high standards of behaviour and are excellent 

role models, treating children with genuine care and respect….As 

a consequence, the school is a supportive and joyful community” 
                                                                                      RE Inspection March 2019  

 
 
The two Key Stage One classes 
will be taught by Mrs Hall and 
Miss Turczak while Mrs Horton 
will continue to teach the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. 
 

PTFA 
 
My grateful thanks goes to Nina 
Andrade and everyone who has 
worked with our PTFA this year 
in running so many successful 
events.  As well as providing 
opportunities like our Summer 
Fête, for us to gather together 
as a community, more than 
£10,000 has been raised which 
helped to fund the school’s 
superb outdoor sound system 
and our Day of Fun. 
 
 

Dear Parents 

It has been a long but 
enjoyable final term and I 
think we are all ready for 
the summer break! 
  

Staffing 

We are saying goodbye to Mrs 
Badu and Miss Gibson who have 
been covering maternity leave 
in Lower Key Stage Two this 
academic year.  Mrs Bradshaw 
is leaving to work at a school 
nearer to her home and Ms 
Jackson, who was covering 
maternity leave in Year 5/6 
has also left.  We thank them 
for the contribution they have 
made to St Mary’s School and 
wish them all well in their new 
ventures. 

After nearly twenty years 
association with St Mary’s, 
Gwen Moore, our Caretaker, is 
retiring…….the children all 
performed songs at a special 
assembly held in her honour, 
which she thoroughly enjoyed.  
As she turns 80 next month, we 
wish her a happy, healthy and 
well-deserved retirement. 

With teachers now returned 
from maternity leave, from 
September the class 
organisation will be as follows: 

Upper Key Stage Two will be 
taught by Miss Grant, Miss 
Daulton and Mrs Gaffney 

Mrs Clark, Mrs Rance, Mrs 
Jeffrey and Mrs O’Donnell will 
teach in Lower Key Stage Two. 

 

Day of Fun 
& Sports Day 
 
We were blessed with two 
wonderful sunny days in June 
and July for our Day of Fun and 
Sports Day.  I hope you were all 
happy to see your child’s 
individual photo montage of our 
Day of Fun – it was lovely to see 
the whole school enjoying 
themselves with such 
excitement.  The children all 
lived out their reputation of 
‘outstanding behaviour’ and 
have been kindly appreciative of 
being given the experience. 
 
I would like to thank all the staff 
for the hard work and 
enthusiasm they put into making 
Sports Day such a success. A 
great day was had by all –
another occasion when the PTFA 
rallied to provide BBQ food, 
drinks, ice lollies etc. 

Gwen receiving cards from the children 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Year 6 – Yenworthy 2019 
 

 
 
Attendance 
 

Congratulations to Miss 
Gibson’s Year 3 class who 
achieved the highest 
percentage attendance for 
the year at 97.5% 

             

Yenworthy 
Our Year 6 pupils had a 
wonderful time on their 
residential visit to Yenworthy 
Lodge in Devon this month, 
trying out lots of fun activities, 
such as surfing and canoeing 
 
Thank you to Miss Grant, Miss 
Daulton, Mr Hartley and Mr 
Haley (Governors) for giving of 
their time and energy to 

accompany the children. 
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Chaplaincy Support 
 
Our last school Mass of this 
academic year was an opportunity 
for us to pray for those adults and 
children who are leaving St Mary’s, 
but also to celebrate with Father 
Rob his first year of ordination as a 
priest.  I would like to thank both 
him and Sister Rose for the time 
they have given to working with 
pupils in school this year.  They 
have helped prepare children to 
receive the Sacraments, led 
discussion groups and supported in 
class. 

My sincere gratitude goes to Canon 
John who, as Chair of Governors 
and Parish Priest, unfailingly 
supports and wants the best for 
both staff and pupils at St Mary’s 
School.  Our R.E. Inspection Report 
stated “There is an excellent 
partnership between school and 
parish.  This fosters a real sense 
of community, which permeates 
every aspect of the Catholic Life 
of the school”.  This is in no small 
way down to Canon John seeing St 
Mary’s School as a vital part of his 
ministry – I look forward to 
continuing to work with him in 
strengthening our faith community. 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
Transition Meetings for 
parents will take place in 
September as follows: 
 
UKS2 (Year 5) – 6.00pm 
Tuesday 10th September 
 
LKS2 (Year 3) – 6.00pm 
Wednesday 11th September 
 
KS1 (Year 1) – 6.00pm 
Tuesday 17th September 
 
EYFS – 6.00pm Wednesday 
18th September 
 
PTFA AGM 
Tuesday 24th September 
 
Parents Evenings 
3.30 – 6.00pm  
Wednesday  23rd October 
Thursday     24th October 
 
Please put a note in your 
diary! 
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 Year 6 at Yenworthy Lodge 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Governing Body 
Communication to 
Parents 
 
As we come to the end of another 

successful year at St Mary’s, the 

Governors of the school wanted to 

share with you some of the things we 

have been doing.  We have enjoyed 

attending assemblies, Masses both in 

school and at the Church and are 

always impressed by the pupils who 

read and sing as well as the behaviour 

of all.  Governors have visited a range 

of lessons where we have seen a 

positive, purposeful atmosphere and 

some inspiring and challenging tasks 

being undertaken.  We have also 

enjoyed attending residentials and 

other activities throughout the year, 

including the Summer Fete and your 

incredible Day of Fun! 

 

 
 

On 8th May the Governing Body was 

awarded the Effective School 

Governance Award.  This was the 

culmination of a great deal of hard 

work that started in November 2017 

and finished with a full day review and 

verification visit from the Awarding 

Body.  During this review the Governing 

Body was able to demonstrate that 

their activities covered all the 

requirements of good governance – a 

very demanding standard which few 

schools have achieved.  By developing 

and improving its own ways of working, 

the governing body will be better able 

to support and guide the school in 

achieving the best outcomes possible 

for pupils and the wider school 

community. 

 

We were pleased that 55 families took 

the time to respond to our recent 

questionnaire with over 76% 

responding they strongly or very 

strongly agreed that the Catholic beliefs 

of the school have a positive impact on 
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learning.  We have discussed all the 

comments at our most recent Full 

Governing Body meeting and will be 

feeding back to you in more detail in the 

autumn term.  If anyone still wishes to 

complete the questionnaire it remains 

open and there is a link on the school 

website. 

 

Finally, we must say a very well-

deserved congratulations to the pupils 

and staff on the fabulous R.E. 

Inspection.  We know that pupils loved 

their Day of Fun and we are very 

grateful to the school for arranging it 

and to the PTFA for funding it.  All of the 

hard work that goes into developing the 

faith of St Mary’s School was apparent 

when the inspectors saw that “The 

behaviour of the pupils is outstanding.  

They are considerate and caring”. 

However, we know that these things do 

not just happen because Inspectors are 

there!  We see this each and every time 

we set foot in the school and we are 

proud to be governors there. 

 

Looking forward to another fabulous 

year in September, and wishing you all a 

wonderful summer. 

 

Your Governing Body 

 

  

 
School Meals 
Fresh Start will continue to 
provide our school meals in 
September.  Please remember 
that the deadline to order 
meals for the first three days 
back in school, 4th 5th and 6th

September is Tuesday, 27th
August.  Pupils in EYFS, Year 1 
and Year 2 will continue to 
receive free schools meals but 
these must also be ordered by 

the deadlines. 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 
www.st-marys-

bicester.oxon.sch.uk 
 
 
 

 

 

 

St Mary’s –  
a doorway to a life  
of love and learning  
in the light of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As this academic year comes 
to an end, I would like to take 
the opportunity of thanking
you for your support and 
thoughtful gestures. I wish 
you all a wonderful summer 
break with your families and
look forward to seeing you 
back in school on 

Wednesday,4th September. 

 
     P M Pickering 
     Headteacher 
 
 

We’re on the Web! 
www.st-marys-

bicester.oxon.sch.uk 

 


