


On behalf of everyone here at St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, 
WELCOME to a new and exciting stage in your child’s life. During their 
year, your child will make new friends, enjoy new Reception experiences 
and learn the vital new skills of reading and writing. 
We, teachers and parents, have the chance to work as partners to 
ensure that at the end of this school year, your child will have a positive 
attitude towards their education based on social and academic 
confidence. 



At St. Mary’s, our Catholic beliefs are fundamental in our teaching. 
 
•   Daily prayers 
 
•   Bible stories 
 
•   Weekly R.E. activities 
 
•   Assemblies and Gospel Assemblies 
 
•   Whole School and Class Mass in school and in Church 
 

 
 
 



The Foundation Stage begins in Nursery / Pre-School and continues 
through to  Reception. 
 
We help the children to learn through playing, exploring and being 
active. This means children will take part in a range of fun, practical 
activities; some of which are adult led, some guided by adults and 
some will be child-initiated.   
 
We follow the EYFS Framework which explains how and what your 
child will be learning.  It is very flexible so it can be adapted to the 
children’s needs and interests. 



Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating 
their understanding through 7 areas of learning.  
All are vital and inter-connected.  
 
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Communication and Language 
Physical Development 
Literacy 
Maths 
Understanding the World 
Expressive arts and design 



This area includes Self-confidence and 
Self-awareness, Managing Feelings 
and Behaviour and Making 

Relationships.  



This area includes Listening and 
Attention and Understanding and 

Speaking.   



This area includes Moving and Handling 

and Health and Self-care.   



This area includes Reading and Writing.   

We hope to hold an information evening in September to tell you more 
about Phonics, Reading and Maths at St Mary’s school. 



This area includes Numbers and Shapes and 
Space and Measure.   



This area includes People and Communities and 
The World and Technology.  



This area includes Exploring and Using Media 

and Materials & Being Imaginative.   



Each of these areas will be implemented 
through planned, purposeful play and 
through a mix of adult led and child-
initiated activity.  
 
Your child will be assessed in these areas, 
based on their individual development 
and needs. The children’s achievements 
will be recorded in their ‘Learning Book’ 
and through observations on our online 
learning journal. 



The following are examples of resources that are on offer to the 
children daily. They often fit in a class topic or the children’s interests. 
The children have daily ‘rainbow challenges’ that must be completed 
before free choice. 

•Sand 
•Water 
•Play dough 
•Messy play 
•Phonics games 
•Fine motor activities  
•Art and crafts   
•Number activities 
•Construction 



Lunch time is at 12pm until 1pm.  
Your child is entitled to a free school meal – hot 
dinner (meat or vegetarian), jacket potatoes, or deli 
option (sandwiches). They can also be provided with 
a packed lunch from home if you prefer. We are a 
nut free school. 
 
Your child will get lots of help and support 
throughout their first few lunchtimes.  



Can sit quietly and listen, and 
concentrate for a span of time.  

Follow a series of instructions.  

Use the toilet independently 
and flush it after use.  

Act responsibly, confidently 
and have good manners.  

Dress and undress independently – 
particularly putting on their own coat 
and shoes. 

Use a knife and fork. 

Share, co-operate and take 
turns. 

Tidy up and take responsibility 
for possessions.  

Develop fine motor skills 



•St Mary’s jumper/cardigan and polo shirt 

•Grey trousers / skirt / pinafore in Winter 

•Grey shorts or blue gingham style dress in Summer 

•Sensible black shoes (without laces unless your child can do them up 
independently) 

•PE kit – St Mary’s t-shirt and black shorts 

•Indoor shoes – plimsolls 

•Warm and waterproof coats and wellies (we take the children outside in all 
weathers throughout the year) 

•Book bag 

 



 
 


