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St Mary’s Catholic Primary School 
Newsletter 

     Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

As we approach the end of 
the first half of this Summer 
Term, I wanted to be able to 
take this opportunity of 
sharing with you some of the 
many activities that our 
children have been involved 
in since their return to 
school. 

I know that parents have 
missed being a part of events 
at school and I very much 
appreciate how you have 
respectfully adhered to the 
restrictions that have been 
placed upon you. 

Please be assured that school 
has remained a happy, active 
and inspiring place for our 
pupils … We have worked to 
ensure they are not only 
making sustained academic 
progress but also enjoying 
and benefitting from 
engagement with each other 
and being part of the school 
community. 

Sun Safety 
We are all hoping that the 
weather will get warmer and 
sunnier over the half term 
break, and indeed when we 
return to school. It is, 
therefore, most important that 
we teach our children how to 
keep safe in the sun.  Do 
remind them, as we will, about 
wearing sunhats, using sun 
cream and keeping hydrated in 
the warm weather.  School 
sunhats with protection for the 
neck are available to purchase 
from the school office for £3.00 
each.  On hot, sunny days, 
please ensure your child has sun 
cream applied before they 
come to school and that you 
provide them with a water 
bottle that can be replenished 
during the day.  

 

           

 
Fabulous Fun 

Time 
Our after school fun sessions 
have been a great success. 
As well as the children 
enjoying the extra time 
together, the adults have 
appreciated how this is 
another way of promoting 
positivity and good 
emotional wellbeing. 
I do hope that this has also 
given you, as parents,  
short respite 
and maybe 
time for  
yourselves.                      
We have another session 
planned for July. 



 
                                                 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Sacraments of 
Confirmation and 

First Holy 
Communion 

 
During the months of April and 
May, 19 of our Year 6 pupils 
were Confirmed by Canon John 
and 26 children made their 
First Holy Communion. 
Although current restrictions 
meant that the number of 
people able to attend the 
Masses were limited and 
celebrations were curtailed, 
these were still very special 
and meaningful occasions for 
everyone involved. We keep 
the children in our prayers as 
they continue their journeys of 
faith.  

 

 

Page 2 of 2 School Newsletter   

 
Crowning of Our Lady 

 
In wanting to maintain the 
tradition we have at St Mary’s of 
honouring Our Lady during the 
month of May, each class visited 
the Prayer Garden to take part in 
a short service to crown the statue 
of Mary. Although the weather was 
blustery and showery, every class 
was able to spend reverent and 
reflective time in prayer.  

 

Good Shepherd 
Appeal 

Our Crazy Hat and Hair Day 
during the Season of Lent 
raised £500 for The Good 
Shepherd Appeal.          
In thanksgiving for the   great 
work carried out by The 
Father Hudson’s Care 
Charity, Archbishop Bernard 
Longley celebrated Mass at St 
Chad’s Cathedral and our 
Year 6 pupils were able to 
participate through live 
stream. 



 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Parent Consultations 

                                       
Thank you to everyone for 
responding to our Parent 
Telephone Consultations. We 
had a 100% take up and 
teachers found it very useful to 
have those important and 
timely conversations with 
parents which will inevitably 
help support your children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

PTFA 
 
Our PTFA have been thinking 
creatively of ways to keep our 
school community active and 
engaged, as well as continuing 
to raise funds … 
Many families took part in the 
Easter Treasure Hunt in and 
around Bicester, rising to the 
challenge and having great 
fun. 
There is still a good trade 
taking place selling 
secondhand school uniform 
through the PTFA Facebook 
Page. (Great value for money.) 
The Cream Tea and Craft ‘take 
away’ was a wonderful success 
– we loved seeing the photos of 
everyone enjoying the tasty 
treat. 
Thank you to our committee 
members for their willingness 
and ingenuity in limiting 
circumstances, and to all of 
you for continuing to support 
their efforts. We look forward 
to trying out the contributions 
you might want to make to our 
St Mary’s Recipe Book. 

Online Resources to 
Support Learning 

 
We continue to encourage 
children to access our online 
resources for Reading and 
Maths at home and in doing 
so, challenging themselves in 
making steady progress and 
improvements. These include 
Bug Club or Reading Plus and 
Times Table Rockstars. 
 
This term our lead KS2 
Readers are Emily and Jaden 
(Y6), Lily (Y5), Bori (Y4) and 
Zofia (Y3). 
Our Comprehension leaders 
are Danel (Y6) – average 94%, 
Samrat (Y5) - average 98%, 
James C (Y4) - average 94% 
and Zofia (Y3) - average  93%. 
Children who have moved up 
most levels are Neva (Y6), 
Aliana (Y5), Eloise (Y4) and 
Zofia (Y3). 
 
Our current Times Table 
Rockstars leaders are Freya 
and Stephen (Y6), Roberto 
and Manna (Y5), Rishvin (Y4), 
Bori (Y3/4), Seth and 
Norhseng (Y3), Francesco 
and Jamie (Y2) and Helen 
(Y1). 

Computing at  
St. Mary’s 

Pupils throughout the school 
are really enjoying their 
computing lessons, 
benefitting from using our 
brand-new Chromebooks. 
We are now very fortunate 
to have a set of 30 in each 
phase of the school as well 
as more than 100 iPads, 
meaning that we have 
continual access to some 
fantastic online resources 
and apps to support and 
enhance learning across the 
curriculum.  
Also, we have been highly 
successful with our entries 
in the 123ICT Competitions 
and are currently top of the 
leaderboard in Oxfordshire! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Weekly Mile 

Every pupil has been 
striving to improve their 
Personal Best time in 
running the mile each week 
 

THE SPORTS PAGE 

 
Archery 

Over a number of weeks, all year 
groups have had the opportunity 
to take part in Archery Sessions 
organised by Miss O’Brien through 
Premier Education. 

                          Pupils were very                                                                              
                        enthusiastic about         
                        learning new skills 
                      and competing as 
part of a team. The adults who 
came to work with our children 
commended them on their 
excellent behaviour, respect and 
determination. 
 

Cricket 
Our Upper Key Stage  
Two pupils were       
involved in cricket  
training sessions led 
by Chance to Shine.    
They had the opportunity to hone 
their skills and develop tactics to 
use in competitive matches. 

 
Intra-school 

Competitions 
Although we are currently unable 
to take part in inter-school 
competitions, we have organised 
regular intra-school  
competitions within 
class bubbles - this  
term’s was javelin. 
Our winners were 
Chase (EY), Bridget (Y1), Felix 
(Y3), Jason (Y3/4), Toby (Y4), 
Thomas (Y5) and Tequan (Y6). 
          

 

 

Sports Week 
As circumstances mean that 
we are not able to have our 
Sports Day in its usual format 
this year, we are planning a 
Sports Week whereby classes 
will compete in a variety of 
activities throughout the 
week. There will be individual, 
team and house competitions. 
We will, of course, take lots of 
photographs to share with you. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

     
      Miss P M Pickering 
      Headteacher 

I hope this newsletter has 
given you a small insight 
into the many activities 
that have been happening 
in school since our return. 
 
I do wish you a lovely break 
together with your families 
and I look forward to seeing 
you all back at St Mary’s on 
Wednesday, 9th June. 

Upcoming Events 
• Mon 7th - Tues 8th June    
        Inset Days 

• Thurs 17th June  
Class Photographs 

• Mon 21st - Wed 23rd June 
       Year 5 Manor Adventure Residential  

• Mon 28th June 
Sports Week 

• Mon 5th July – Fri 9th July  
      Secondary Schools’ Transition Week 

• Mon 12th July – Fri 16th July 
                Year 6 Yenworthy Residential 

• Mon 19th July 
Class Transition Day 

• Wed 21st July  
Fabulous Fun Time: 3:15 – 4:15pm 

• Thursday 22nd July  
Break up @ 1:30pm 

 

 

School Wildlife Area 
In wanting our children to 
make the most of our school 
grounds as part of our 
Wellbeing Programme, we 
have been working to enhance 
the outside area.  
I would like to give a massive 
vote of thanks to Deacon 
Michael and his family who, 
over a period of months, have 
transformed our Wildlife Area. 
All classes have enjoyed being 
able to spend time enjoying 
the surroundings ….      We 
currently have Bluetits nesting 
in the bird box and Early Years 
and Year 1 pupils are waiting 
to transport their immerging 
tadpoles to the newly 
refreshed pond. 
 
We have vegetables, salads 
and herbs planted in our 
Garden Train which our cooks 
will be able to use for our 
school lunches. 
 
Our newly planted Orchard, 
we hope, will yield fruit in the 
coming months. (Maybe some 
jam making for future cream 
teas!) 


