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NEWSLETTER 

  
 

Dear Families, 

We have enjoyed a positive 

and productive start to 

2022 at St Mary’s. 

Children throughout the 

school continue to be 

enthusiastic about their 

learning and the wealth of 

experiences that they have 

encountered during this 

first half of the Spring 

Term …  

 

 

 

The Season of Lent 

The Liturgical Season of Lent 

begins on Ash Wednesday, 

which is 2nd March. We will be 

celebrating Mass as a whole 

school and receiving ashes to 

mark this special time in the 

Church’s calendar. 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocations 

Pupils in Year Six recently 

had an enlightening visit 

from our Diocesan Vocations 

Fieldworker, Deacon Owen 

Gresty. The children 

reflected on the many things 

that God might be calling 

them to do and how to live 

out His plan as individuals. A 

particular highlight was 

seeing what they would look 

like as a Priest or a Religious 

Sister! 

 

 

 

 

 

Goodbye 

Mrs Forson, who has been 

covering maternity leave for 

Mrs Hall in Year 2 for the last 

12 months is coming to the 

end of her time with us at St 

Mary’s. On behalf of 

children, staff and parents, I 

would like to thank her for 

the happy and enthusiastic 

contribution she has made to 

our school. We will miss her 

joyful presence and wish her 

every happiness and success 

for the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candlemas 

 

 

One of our Year 5 classes 

celebrated the Feast of The 

Presentation of the Lord  

on 2nd February with a 

beautiful class Mass.  

We began with Canon John 

blessing our candles and 

leading a candlelit 

procession into the school 

hall. 

 

 

Sacramental Preparation 

There are 15 of our Year Six 

pupils preparing to be 

confirmed by Bishop William 

Kenney on Saturday 5th 

March at 6 o’clock Mass in 

The Immaculate Conception 

Church. Please continue to 

keep them in your prayers as 

they take this very 

important step in their 

journey of faith. 
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Football 

Our boys and girls football 

teams have been involved in 

playing competitive matches 

against other schools in the 

Bicester League. In the 

latest games, our boys 

narrowly lost out to 

Chesterton with the final 

score being 3-2 and the girls 

managed to draw with 

Brookside with both teams 

scoring 2 goals.  

 

New Sports Equipment 

We have purchased several 

items of large PE equipment 

to enhance our indoor 

athletics lessons. All pupils 

in UKS2 have been using 

these and have set 

themselves challenging 

Personal Best targets to 

beat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They will be putting their 

training to good use when 

they take part in an indoor 

athletics competition, 

against other Bicester 

schools after the half term 

break 

Key Stage One             

Multi-skills Event 

20 of our Key Stage One 

pupils went to the Bicester 

Leisure Centre last week to 

take part in a multi-skills 

event.  

 

They were able to 

experience a range of 

different sporting activities 

throughout the afternoon. 

The spirit of the games was 

‘self-belief’ and the adults 

who accompanied our pupils 

felt that this shone out of 

each one of them as they 

took part.  

 

Computing 

We were once again 

successful in the 123ICT 

computing competition last 

term. Maksim from Year 6 

was awarded first place for 

his animated Christmas card, 

programmed using Scratch. 

He was presented with a £10 

voucher in assembly and the 

whole school enjoyed 

watching his creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Safer Internet Day 

Schools throughout the 

country took part in Safer 

Internet Day on Tuesday, 8th 

February.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 6 Digital Leaders 

visited each class to read 

stories, share songs, lead 

quizzes and most 

significantly share important 

internet safety messages.  
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Early Years               

Foundation Stage 

I thought I would share with 

you a glimpse of what our 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

pupils have been getting up 

to in school this term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sharing a book together … 

 

PE with Mr Mawn … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor learning … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Re-enacting the story of 

Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears …. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Driving in my car …. 

 

       

        Colour, texture, 

dexterity … 

 

 

 

 

 

Counting … 

 

 

 

 

 

Taking orders in the Toy 

Shop … 

 

 

                          Look what 

we have made … 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Mrs Driver and Mrs Maw are        

really enjoying their time 

with the children along with 

our enthusiastic Teaching 

Assistants – Mrs Griffin, Mrs 

Forsyth and Mrs Silva. 
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Parent Consultations 

We will be inviting you into 

school, to meet with your 

child’s class teacher, on 

Tuesday 22nd March or 

Wednesday 23rd March.  

 

 

 

Appointments will be 

available between 3:30pm 

and 6:00pm on both 

evenings. More details about 

how to book your time slot 

will be sent out in due 

course.  

 

St Mary’s Clubs 

Our after-school clubs for 

pupils in years 1 – 6 are very 

well attended. Children are 

enjoying a variety of 

experiences which include 

multi-sports, art and craft, 

STEM and netball. 

Do please note that during 

the week beginning Monday 

21st March, when teachers 

will be meeting with 

parents, there will be no 

after school clubs. 

High Flyers After School Care 

will, of course, be available.                   

 

 

 

Book Week 

The week beginning Monday 

7th March will be ‘Book 

Week’ here at St. Mary’s. 

The focus of the week will be 

non-fiction and we have 

therefore titled the week 

‘Fun Facts’.  

The week will be filled with 

a variety of different 

activities, challenges and 

competitions, culminating in 

a celebration day on the 

Friday (11th March) where we 

would love everyone to 

come to school in fancy 

dress. This can either be a 

character from a favourite 

fiction book, or as 

someone/something that 

might be found in a non-

fiction book, such as an 

astronaut or a scientist.      

We look forward to seeing 

the many varied costumes 

that usually help to bring our 

book week to an 

entertaining end. 

 

 

 

A Book Fayre is also planned 

so we will send out further 

details after the half-term 

break. 

 

Windy Weather 

 

 

 

 

I hope today you all 

remained safe, wherever 

your travels took you…        

We had a happy and calm 

day in school. Each class 

enjoyed their Golden Time 

Activities and we even 

managed to go ahead with 

our Year 3 cake sale – well 

done and thank you to Mr 

and Mrs Refalo!   

 

 

 

I wish  you all a lovely half 

term break with family and 

friends.  

We will look forward to 

welcoming you back on 

Monday 28th February. 

With many thanks for your 

continued support. 

 

 

Miss P M Pickering 
Headteacher 

 

 

 


