Newsletter: 27th May 2022
Headteacher: Miss Patricia Pickering

NEWSLETTER
Crowning of Mary

Dear Families,

During our assemblies this
term we have learned more
about
the
lives
of
St Bernadette

We have enjoyed a great
start to the Summer Term
at St Mary’s ….
Here is a taste of just some
of the activities that have
kept us busy ….

St. Bernadette
and St. Bede

It was wonderful to be able
to celebrate Mass in our
Prayer Garden on 18th May.
The sun shone brightly for
this special occasion where
the whole school gathered
together to honour Mary, the
Patron Saint of our School
and Parish.

and St Bede – two of our
House Saints whose Feast
Days were celebrated in
April and May.

First Holy Communion
Saturday 14th May was a very
day for 26 of our children
who made their First Holy
Communion
at
The
Immaculate Conception.

Ascension Day

Malina, one of our year six
pupils crowned the statue of
Our Lady with a beautiful
crown of fresh flowers made
by Mrs Lawrence.

Let us keep them all in our
prayers and hope for each of
them that they will continue
to find the strength of the
Holy Spirit in receiving our
Lord through the Eucharist.

Thursday 26th May was
Ascension Day when we mark
the moment, 40 days after
his resurrection, that Jesus
ascended
into
Heaven
before his disciples at the
village of Bethany near
Jerusalem.

Our UKS2 pupils celebrated
the feast day by attending
Mass at The Immaculate
Conception.
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Raffle Winners

Poetry Competition

Summer Term Clubs

Children’s raffle winners
who experienced their prizes
this term were both in Year
4 - Seth who was Mrs Clark’s
Teaching Assistant for the
day ….

Children from across the
school rose to the challenge
of learning and performing a
poem by heart. The winners
from each phase, as judged
by their peers, performed in
a whole school poetry
assembly with Alice from
Year 5 being voted overall
winner. Her recital of
‘Please Mrs Butler’ by Alan
Ahlberg impressed everyone.
Alice was awarded a voucher
by
Miss
Daulton
who
organised the competition.

This term has seen a record
number of pupils sign up for
extra-curricular
activities
after school.

With new clubs ranging from
Drama and STEM to Hockey
and Multi-sports, children of
all ages have been enjoying
the good weather and the
opportunity to have fun with
friends and teachers.

And Genevieve who taught a
Geography lesson about
Rainforest animals to her
classmates.
Computing Competition

Oxford United
This term we have been
joined by Robert Huff from
Oxford United Football Club.
As part of the club’s service
to the community, Robert
has been working with
groups of children to support
Reading, Maths, Physical
Education and Wellbeing.

Yet again we were successful
in the 123ICT Computing
Competition ‘Make the
Robot Go’. The competition
involved some of our Year
Six pupils creating a video of
Year Two children explaining
how to program and use the
Bee-Bots. Our winning entry
was filmed by Olivier,
Maksim and Manna from Year
Six, with Annabel and Blue
expertly explaining and
demonstrating the Bee-Bot.
A great team effort by all
five pupils, helping us to
remain on top of the
leaderboard.

After school clubs will
resume the week beginning
Monday 13th June.
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The Summer Term
in UKS2 …
Art
Year Six SATs
May has been a busy month
for our Year Six pupils,
beginning with their SATs.
They were tested in Spelling,
Punctuation and Grammar;
Reading; Arithmetic and
Maths Reasoning. Each and
every one of them worked
exceptionally
hard
in
preparation and did their
very best throughout the
week. We are so very proud
of their efforts and look
forward to celebrating their
results with them at the end
of July.

Food Technology
As
part
of
our
Art
curriculum, pupils across the
school are working on
collage, with UKS2 pupils
creating
a
variety
of
different
mosaics,
tessellations
and
landscapes.

In
addition
to
their
woodwork project, pupils
are enjoying their Food
Technology topic - Burgers.
They have been able to
create and make their own
meat and vegetable patties
as well as a variety of
different
sauces.
They
tasted different breads,
before bringing all their
research together to design
their own unique burger.

Design Technology
Bird Feeders

Homemade Burgers
This
term
in
Design
Technology lessons pupils in
years 5 and 6 have had the
opportunity to improve their
woodwork skills - sawing,
hammering and drilling to
create bird feeders which
will be hung around our
school grounds to encourage
the wildlife.

We hope that the children
will be able to make their
burgers at home over the
half term break and try out
their creations on family
members. Some pupils will
be cooking and serving their
newly designed burgers at
the Summer
_
Fayre so do iinnnnnnnnnnn
look out
nnnnnnnnnn
for them!
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Summer Fayre
Our Summer Fayre will be
taking place on Friday 24th
June from 5:00pm to
8:00pm.
As well as BBQ food, bar, a
variety
of
stalls
and
inflatables; children from
each phase of the school will
be performing throughout
the evening.

Summer Golden Times
These have got off to a great
start,
despite
the
unpredictable weather.

Easter Egg Hunt

Upon returning from our
Easter break, all children
took part in an Easter Egg
hunt organised by our PTFA.

On Friday 17th we will have a
non-uniform day to ask for
bottle and sweet donations
for the tombola stalls.

We have already seen some
of the popular ‘water
themed’ golden times as
well as lots of outdoor
sports, craft activities and
games.

Children looked for pebbles
to swap for chocolate, with
one lucky winner from each
class taking home a large
egg. Great fun!

We look forward to a lovely
evening.

Sun Safety
Rainbow Hampers

Our summer raffle this year
is going to be on the theme
of Rainbow Hampers …
Each class is being asked to
fill a hamper with various
items of a specific colour:
EYFS – Red
Year 1 – Yellow
Year 2 – Pink
Year 3 - Green
Year 4 - Purple
Year 5 – Orange
Year 6 - Blue

We hope to come back in
June to some lovely sunny
weather so we can enjoy the
many outdoor activities we
have planned for the
remainder of this term.
It is important that we teach
our children to stay safe in
the sun … On hot, sunny
days, ensure they come to
school with sun cream on, a
hat to protect their heads
and a water bottle that can
be replenished during the
day.
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Upcoming Events
•

Mon 6th - Tues 7th June
INSET Days

•

Wed 8th June
Jubilee Holiday

•

Thurs 9th June
Class Photographs

•

Fri 10th June
Jubilee Picnic

•

Wed 15th June
Y6 Parents Yenworthy Mting

•

Fri 17th June
Non-uniform (Tombolas)
Y2 Assembly @ 9:00am

•

Wed 22nd June
KS1 visit Cotswold Park
Y3 Mass @ 9:30am

•

Fri 24th June
Summer Fayre 5:00-8:00pm

•

Wed 29th June
Ss Peter & Paul/Leavers’
Mass @ 2:00pm

•

Thurs 30th June
Y6 Production of
Porridge @ 6:30pm

•

Fri 1st July
LKS2 visit Living Rainforest
EYFS Cake Sale

•

Sun 3rd July
Sacramental Celebration
@ Immaculate Conception

•

Fri 8th July
Sports Day

•

Mon 12th – Fri 16th July
Y6 Yenworthy Residential

•

Thurs 21st July
Leavers’ Assembly @ 9:15

•

Thursday 21st July
Break up @ 1:30pm

Class Photographs
Jubilee Celebrations

You will all have received
your invitation to our Jubilee
Celebration Picnic Lunch on
Friday 10th June ………
Just a reminder, weather
permitting, we hope to be on
the school field from 12
midday. Families can bring
their own picnics and
blankets.

Dress code is Red,
and
Blue. I do hope that many of
you will be able to join us.

Sports Day
We are delighted to be able
to plan for Sports Day this
year and invite parents to
join us for the day on
Friday 8th July
The whole school will be
taking part in an assortment
of
different
sporting
activities and challenges,
competing in their house
team colours.

On Thursday 9th June (first
day
back)
Colourbox
Photography will be in
school
to
take
class
photographs. We will send a
reminder during the half
term break so you can make
sure children are smartly
dressed in their St Mary’s
uniform.

As well as letting you know
of events that are planned
for the rest of the Summer
Term,
I
hope
this
newsletter has given you a
small insight into what we
have been up to over the
past few months.
I do wish you a lovely break
together with your families
and hope that you are able
to take advantage of the
slightly extended holiday.
I look forward to seeing
you all back at St Mary’s on
Thursday, 9th June

Miss P M Pickering
Headteacher

