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WRITING - Composition 

  Key Stage 1 Lower Key Stage 2 Upper Key Stage 2 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

  To say out loud what 

they are going to 

write about. 

 

 

To plan what they 

are going to write 

about, including 

writing down ideas 

and/or key words 

and new 

vocabulary. 

 

 

To use writing 

similar to that which 

they are planning to 

write in order to 

understand and learn 

from its structure, 

vocabulary and 

grammar. 

 

 

To discuss and 

record ideas.  

 

 

 

To use ideas from 

own reading and 

modelled examples 

to plan their writing 

in terms of 

structure, 

vocabulary and 

grammar.  

 

 

To plan their writing 

effectively ensuring 

that events are well 

paced. 

To discuss the 

audience and purpose 

of the writing and 

using other similar 

writing as models for 

their own. 

 

 

 

To consider, when 

planning narratives, 

how authors have 

developed characters 

and settings in what 

pupils have read, 

listened to or seen 

performed. 

To identify the 

audience for and 

purpose of the 

writing and using 

other similar writing 

as models for their 

own.  

 

 

To choose the 

appropriate form and 

register for the 

audience and purpose 

of the writing.  

 

To note down and 

develop initial ideas, 

drawing on reading 

and research where 

necessary. 
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To invent, 

adapt and 

recount 

narratives 

and 

stories 

with 

peers and 

teachers. 

 

 

To write 

simple 

phrases 

and 

sentences 

that can 

be read by 

others. 

To compose a 

sentence orally 

before writing it. 

To sequence 

sentences to form 

short narratives. 

To begin to include 

adjectives in their 

writing.  

 

To encapsulate what 

they want to say, 

sentence by 

sentence. 

 

To write narratives 

about personal 

experiences and those 

of others (real and 

fictional). 

 

To write about real 

events.  

 

To write simple 

poetry. 

 

To write for 

different purposes.  

 

To compose and 

rehearse sentences 

orally (including 

dialogue), 

progressively 

building a varied 

vocabulary and an 

increasing range of 

sentence structures. 

 

 

To organise 

paragraphs around a 

theme.  

 

 

 

 

To begin to create 

settings, characters 

and plot in 

narratives. 

To make 

deliberate 

ambitious word 

choices to add 

detail. 

 

In non-narrative 

material, to use 

simple organisational 

To compose and 

rehearse sentences 

orally (including 

dialogue) using a varied 

and rich vocabulary and 

an increasing range of 

sentence structures.  

 

 

 

 

To consistently 

organise their writing 

into paragraphs 

around a theme to 

add cohesion and to 

aid the reader. 

 

To create more 

detailed  settings, 

characters and plot in 

narratives to engage 

the reader and to add 

atmosphere. 

 

 

 

 

 

In non-narrative 

material, paragraphs 

are used to write a 

To consistently 

produce 

sustained and 

accurate writing 

from different 

narrative and 

non-fiction 

genres with 

appropriate 

structure, 

organisation and 

layout devices 

for a range of 

audiences and 

purposes. 

 

 

To select appropriate 

grammar and 

vocabulary, 

understanding how 

such choices can 

change and enhance 

meaning 

 

To use a wider range 

of devices to build 

cohesion within and 

across paragraphs.  

 

 

To write 

effectively for a 

range of purposes 

and audiences, 

selecting the 

appropriate form 

and drawing 

independently on 

what they have 

read as models 

for their 

own writing 

(including literary 

language, 

characterisation, 

structure, etc.). 

 

To select vocabulary 

and grammatical 

structures that 

reflect what the 

writing requires (e.g. 

using contracted 

forms in dialogues in 

narrative; using 

passive verbs to 

affect how 

information is 

presented; using 

modal verbs to 

suggest degrees of 

possibility). 
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devices such as 

headings and 

subheadings.  

 

 

 

To begin to use 

the structure of a 

wider range of 

text types 

(including the use 

of simple layout 

devices in non-

fiction). 

 

clear introduction, 

followed by logical 

points and a drawn 

conclusion. 

 

To write a range 

of narratives and 

non-fiction pieces 

using a consistent 

and appropriate 

structure 

(including genre-

specific layout 

devices). 

 

 

 

To describe 

settings, characters 

and atmosphere with 

carefully- chosen 

vocabulary to 

enhance mood, 

clarify meaning and 

create pace. 

 

To regularly use 

dialogue to convey a 

character and to 

advance the action. 

 

To start sentences 

in different ways. 

 

To use further 

organisational and 

presentational devices 

to structure text and 

to guide the reader 

(e.g. headings, bullet 

points, underlining). 

 

 

To maintain cohesion 

within and across 

paragraphs through 

the use of pronouns, 

adverbials, 

repetition, 

conjunctions etc. 

 

To distinguish 

between the language 

of speech and writing 

and to choose the 

appropriate level of 

formality. 

 

To use a range of 

sentence starters to 

create specific 

effects.  

 

To carefully choose 

additional words and 

phrases to 

contribute to shades 

of meaning. 

 

To use a range of 

figurative language to 

enhance a narrative.  
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To ensure writing is 

well paced and events 

sequenced and 

logically related.  

 

To choose expanded 

noun phrases and 

adverbials to 

consciously engage, 

entertain and inform 

the reader.  

 

  To reread what they 

have written to 

check that it makes 

sense. 

To make additions, 

revision and 

corrections to their 

own writing by: 

 

-Evaluating their 

writing with the 

teacher or other 

pupils. 

-Re-reading to check 

it makes sense and 

that verbs to 

indicate time are 

used correctly and 

consistently, 

including verbs in 

the continuous form 

-Proof reading to 

check for errors in 

To assess the 

effectiveness of 

their own and 

others’ writing and 

suggest 

improvements. 

 

 

 

To propose changes 

to grammar and 

vocabulary to 

improve consistency, 

including the 

accurate use of 

pronouns in 

sentences. 

 

To assess the 

effectiveness of 

their own and 

others’ writing and 

suggest 

improvements that 

they then amend and 

edit accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To proofread for 

spelling and 

To proofread work to 

précis longer passages 

by removing 

unnecessary 

repetition or 

irrelevant details. 

 

To assess the 

effectiveness of their 

own and others’ 

writing and to make 

necessary corrections 

and improvements. 

 

 

To habitually 

proofread for spelling 

and punctuation 

errors. 

 

To proofread by 

précising own written 

texts to suit the 

audience. 

. 

 

 

To propose changes 

to vocabulary, 

grammar and 

punctuation to 

enhance effects and 

clarify meaning. 

 

 

To consistently 

proofread for spelling 

and punctuation 

errors. 
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spelling, grammar 

and punctuation 

To proofread for 

spelling and 

punctuation errors. 

punctuation errors 

and correct 

appropriately. 

 

 

To ensure the 

consistent and 

correct use of tense 

throughout a piece 

of writing. 

 

To ensure the 

correct subject and 

verb agreement 

when using singular 

and plural. 

 

To redraft a section 

of writing to 

strengthen impact. 

 

To distinguish 

between the language 

of speech and writing 

and to choose the 

appropriate level of 

formality. 

 

 

  To discuss what they 

have written with the 

teacher or other 

pupils. 

 

To read aloud their 

writing with 

appropriate 

intonation to make 

the meaning clear. 

To begin to read 

their own writing 

aloud to a group or 

whole class, using 

appropriate 

intonation and 

controlling the tone 

and volume so that 

the meaning is clear. 

To read their own 

writing aloud to a 

group or whole class, 

using appropriate 

intonation and 

controlling the tone 

and volume so that 

the meaning is clear. 

To perform their 

own compositions with 

increasing confidence 

using appropriate 

intonation, volume 

and movement so that 

meaning is clear. 

To perform their own 

compositions 

confidently using 

appropriate 

intonation, volume and 

movement so that 

meaning is clear. 


