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NEWSLETTER 
 

  
Dear Families, 

We have enjoyed a fun 

filled end to the Summer 

Term of 2022 at St Mary’s.  

Here is a taste of just some 

of the activities that have 

kept us busy …. 

 

Mass in our Prayer Garden 

The lovely weather meant 

that we were able to 

celebrate Mass together as a 

whole school for the Feast of 

Ss Peter and Paul on 29th 

June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was also the last Mass at St 

Mary’s for our Year 6 pupils 

who led the singing, prayers 

and readings so reverently 

for this special occasion.  

 

The Queen’s Green Canopy 

 

The Queen’s Green Canopy 

(QGC) is a unique tree 

planting initiative created to 

mark Her Majesty’s Platinum 

Jubilee in 2022 which invites 

people from across the 

United Kingdom to “Plant a 

Tree for the Jubilee”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lucas (Year 6) and Eoin 

(EYFS) did a grand job in 

planting our beautiful Silver 

Leaf Lime Tree beside the 

Prayer Garden. The children 

in Upper Key Stage Two have 

been diligently watering 

during this dry sunny 

weather and we look 

forward to seeing our tree 

flourish in the coming years. 

 

 

Jubilee Picnic 

 

On Friday 10th June we 

celebrated the occasion of 

Her Majesty’s Platinum 

Jubilee, we began the day 

with an assembly where 

children learned how so 

many things changed during 

her 70-year reign as 

sovereign of the 

Commonwealth. 

 

 

 

 

We watched when 

Paddington Bear went to tea 

at Buckingham Palace. 

 

 

 

 

It was so lovely that families 

came to join us for picnic 

lunch in the school grounds. 
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Cotswold Wildlife Park  

In June, our Key Stage One 

pupils visited Cotswold 

Wildlife Park and Garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They had a wonderful day 

out learning about living 

things and their habitats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children enjoyed being 

in the company of wild 

animals such as giraffes, 

zebras and rhinoceros … 

The Living Rainforest 

To enhance their Science 

and Geography learning, 

Lower Key Stage Two had a 

trip to the Living Rainforest 

in Berkshire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They were able to see 850 

species of tropical rainforest 

plants and animals – some 

very rare and unusual. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children learned more 

about how we need to live 

sustainably in order to 

protect our world. 

 

 

Year Six IMPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year Six pupils took part 

in IMPS (Injury Minimisation 

Programme for Schools) last 

month and learned valuable 

lifesaving skills.  

They were taught how to 

treat all sorts of injuries 

from burns and scalds, cuts, 

sprains and strains to 

choking and electric shocks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a great experience 

putting each other in the 

recovery position and 

practicing CPR on a dummy.  

In addition, they learned 

how to use an AED machine.  

We hope that they won’t 

have to put their newfound 

knowledge to the test 

anytime soon, but are 

confident that they have the 

skills to be able to help 

someone in need and 

possibly save a life.  
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Year Six Residential 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week, our Year 6 pupils 

spent a fabulous time on 

their outdoor education visit 

to Yenworthy Lodge in 

Devon.  

 

 

 

 

 

It is a beautiful location 

where they had the 

opportunity to go surfing, 

kayaking, rock climbing, 

coasteering and rock pooling 

and many children bravely 

conquered fears whilst 

developing new skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They also experienced living 

independently from their 

families - making their own 

lunches, cleaning, as well as 

vacuuming and sorting out 

waste and recycling – skills 

which we hope will continue 

to develop back at home!  

 

 

Thank you to Miss Grant, Mrs 

Lawrence, Mr Hartley and Mr 

Haley for generously giving 

of their time to accompany 

the children. Without their 

willingness we would not be 

able to offer such wonderful 

experiences at St Mary’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, our children were 

impeccably behaved, polite 

and grateful – fantastically 

appropriate ambassadors for 

St. Mary’s School.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rainbow Raffle 

It was a real community 

effort to successfully 

organise our wonderful 

rainbow raffle with brightly 

coloured hampers going to 

many lucky and delighted 

winners. The hampers 

looked great and were 

packed with a wide range of 

goodies. Thank you to all 

who donated items and/or 

bought tickets to raise 

valuable funds for our 

school. 

 

Summer Fete 

Our Summer Fete on the 

evening of 24th June was a 

wonderful success. We were 

very pleased that our 

cashless system worked 

well, and everyone was able 

to spend their tokens on a 

variety of stalls and games.  

The children enjoyed 

performing for their parents 

and the weather was once 

again most certainly on our 

side.  

Alongside the regular BBQ, 

Daniel from Year Six won the 

UKS2 Design a Burger 

competition and was able to 

prepare and sell his own 

creation - ‘Sweet but Spicy’ 

burger on the night.  

 

 

 

 

 

He received excellent 

feedback with customers 

enjoying his culinary treat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to our PTFA 

for organising another 

fantastic community event 

and the many volunteers 

who gave their time to help 

on the night.  
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Year 6 Musical Production 

The children in year six 

entertained the school and 

their parents when they 

performed ‘Porridge’ – a 

musical where crimes are 

committed in fairy 

tale/nursery rhyme land.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone really enjoyed the 

experience and did 

exceptionally well with their 

acting, singing and dancing. 

Watching them, we were 

able to see how much they 

had all grown in confidence 

during their time at St. 

Mary’s. We hope that we will 

see some of them on stage 

again in the future – and who 

knows, it might even be in 

the West End! 

Computing Champions 

League 

We were delighted to hear 

that Samrat in Year 6 came 

second in the recent ‘Design 

a Game’ task. This was 

123ICT’s final competition 

category of the year and we 

were proud to be told that 

we have won the Computing 

Champions League for the 

second year in a row.  

 

 

 

 

In addition to being overall 

winners, we have also been 

named as Key Stage 1 League 

Winners and Key Stage 2 

League winners meaning 

three amazing prizes in all. 

These were presented in a 

virtual ceremony on Tuesday 

morning.  

Whole School                 

BIG Golden Time 

The whole school took part 

in our BIG Golden Time last 

Friday. 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a great celebration of 

the fantastic behaviour our 

pupils display at St Mary’s. 

 

iRock Music 

A representative from iRock 

Music came to St Mary’s to 

give a demonstration on how 

pupils could become part of 

their own band. 

Individual children had the 

opportunity play electric 

guitar, keyboard, drums and 

sing as part of a band. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to find out 

more about what iRock 

offers, then visit: 

www.irockschool.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Activities ranged from Water 

Play, 

Scavenger  

Hunt 

and                                     

Beach 

Fun … 

 

… to Big Art and Disco 

http://www.irockschool.com/
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 St Mary’s School 

Commonwealth Games 

Sports Day 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

Each sporting station 

represented a country taking 

part in the Commonwealth 

Games.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Pupils learnt about each of 

the 12 places as they 

travelled from event to 

event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The countries represented 

were the United Kingdom – 

England, Scotland, Wales, 

and Northern Ireland, 

Canada, Fiji, India, Australia, 

Ghana, Australia, Malta, 

South Africa, Sri-Lanka, 

Malaysia, Pakistan and 

Cameroon.  

We chose these countries as, 

within our community, we 

have children and families 

from each one, meaning that 

we were able, once again, to 

celebrate what a 

wonderfully rich and diverse 

family St. Mary’s is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The day was a great mix of 

enjoyment and competition, 

embodying our sporting 

values of Respect, Honesty, 

Teamwork, Determination, 

Self-belief and Passion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winning House Team 

was St. Francis who were 

presented with medals.       

We all had a wonderful day 

and were especially pleased 

to be able to share the 

experience with parents, 

grandparents, families and 

friends.  

 

We all had a fabulous time at 

our sports day this year with 

the whole school coming 

together to celebrate the 

upcoming Commonwealth 

Games that are taking place 

in Birmingham. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Every child participated in 

12 different sporting events 

through the course of the 

day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Different skills and talents 

were called upon for each 

event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The events on offer were 

badminton, sprint, relay, 

bowls, cricket, netball, long 

jump, triple jump, high 

jump, cricket and javelin – 

all Commonwealth sports. 
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Heatwave 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We coped very well in the 

hot weather this week, with 

the help of fans and 

additional shade provided by 

some very generous parents 

who came each morning to 

assemble their gazebos – 

thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children kept cool and found 

lots to do in the shade at 

break and lunchtimes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As well as keeping out of the 

sun and drinking plenty of 

water, we finished each day 

with an ice-cold treat! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6 Leavers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our year six children leave St 

Mary’s today ready to move 

on to secondary school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They celebrated the end of 

their time with us this week 

playing games, a chip shop 

lunch and water fun, as well 

as performing for the whole 

school and parents in their 

Leavers’ Assembly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are so very proud of the 

wonderful young people they 

have become and everything 

they have achieved.  

We will continue to pray for 

their future happiness and 

success.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope once again, this 

newsletter has been a 

small insight into life at 

St Mary’s over the last 

few weeks. 

As this academic year 

draws to a close, I thank 

you for all your kind and 

thoughtful sentiments. 

 As parents and families, 

your continuous support 

of our school is always 

appreciated and makes 

for a happy and blessed 

community. 

I wish you all a lovely 

summer break, whatever 

your plans … And look 

forward to welcoming 

you back at St Mary’s on 

Tuesday 6th September.  

 

 
 

Miss P M Pickering 
Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 


