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NEWSLETTER 

  
Dear Families, 

The start to this new 

academic year has been 

busy, enjoyable and 

positive and the time has 

flown by …. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our first newsletter of the 

year will hopefully give you 

a flavour of some of the 

activities and events that 

our children have been 

involved in. 

The visit of                       

St Bernadette’s Relics 

It was a great honour for the 

Parish of the Immaculate 

Conception to welcome the 

Relics of St Bernadette of 

Lourdes on 9th and 10th 

October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We, as the Parish School, 

were invited to participate 

in leading the Rosary 

through song and readings. 

This was livestreamed to all 

schools throughout the 

Archdiocese of Birmingham.  

Livestream Rosary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pupils and staff from Early 

Years to Year Six visited the 

Immaculate Conception 

Church during the course of 

the day to pray and venerate 

the Relics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Archbishop Bernard Longley 

and Canon Jonathan Veasey 

led us in prayer and 

reflection of the Glorious 

Mysteries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year Six pupils 

participated in the Farewell 

Mass and 10 children from 

Years Four and Five served 

alongside Bishop David Evans 

who was the chief celebrant. 

https://youtu.be/ybMcUqdTmEw
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School Masses 

At the start of term, we 

celebrated a whole school 

Mass with Canon John.  

 

 

 

 

 

It was lovely to see so many 

parents join us as we looked 

forward in thanksgiving and 

prayer to the academic year 

ahead. 

Samaritan’s Purse 

Once again this year we will 
be collecting shoe boxes 
filled with gifts that will be 
sent to children across the 
world. 
Samaritan’s Purse is a 
charity that works to meet 
the critical needs of victims 
of war, poverty, famine, 
disease and natural 
disasters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Do visit the website for more 
information and see how the 
amazing journey of a simple 
shoe box can bring joy to 
children who have so little. 
https://www.samaritans-
purse.org.uk/occ 
 
Filled boxes will need to be 

in school by Friday 18th 

November ready for 

collection. 

Class Assemblies  

This academic year our class 

assemblies will each focus 

on a different curriculum 

area. So far, the two year six 

classes have presented what 

they have learned as part of 

their history and music 

curriculum.  

Miss Grant’s class dressed as 

evacuees and shared their 

knowledge of WW2 ….  

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst Miss Daulton’s class 

shared their knowledge of 

musical notes and different 

types of music, ending with 

a rousing rendition of Abba’s 

‘Thank you for the Music’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to each 

class sharing their learning 

with us as the year goes on. 

  

The next class assembly  will 

be led by our Year 4 pupils 

on Friday 11th November at 

9:00am.They will be sharing 

what they have been 

learning in Science. 

 

 

Learning about                         

St Bernadette  

 

 

 

 

In preparation for the visit of 

St Bernadette’s Relics, we 

held whole school 

assemblies where we 

learned more about Our 

Lady’s apparitions to 

Bernadette in Lourdes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each class presented what 

they had learned about 

Bernadette and her life and 

how Mary our Mother prayed 

the Rosary with her. 

 

Millions of      ///////  

pilgrims visit  ///////      

the Shrine in  ////    

Lourdes every   //////   

year. 
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Making new friends … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Developing new skills …. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Making music …. 

Early Years               

Foundation Stage 

It has been a pleasure to 

welcome so many new 

families to St Mary’s School 

Community throughout all 

year groups ….   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are just some of the 

learning activities that our 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

children have been involved 

in since starting school in 

September …. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Role play in the Doctors’ 

Surgery …. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning has taken place 

inside and outside …. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

practical skills … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
as well as number work, 
phonics and writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All children have settled 
happily into life at St Mary’s, 
enjoying their vibrant 
learning environment and 
embracing our values and 
ethos. 
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Cross Country 

Last Thursday, 32 children 

from across KS2 took part in 

the Inter-school Cross 

Country Competition at The 

Bicester School. Our children 

did really well, all keeping to 

a good pace meaning that 

they finished the course with 

ease. In true sporting spirit, 

they supported each other 

and congratulated runners 

from other schools as they 

finished.  

 

Tag Rugby 

 Ten children from UKS2 

represented our school in 

the Bicester Tag Rugby 

Competition this week. They 

played well and were great 

ambassadors for our school, 

demonstrating all the school 

games values.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs 

Clubs at St. Mary’s have got 

off to a great start, with 

many children attending one 

or more sessions after 

school. Clubs on offer range 

from football and outdoor 

games to art, craft and 

musical fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Key Stage One pupils 

have been enjoying dance 

sessions led by Just Dance 

 

Make Me Smile 

Our Year Six pupils took part 

in sessions led by Mrs Driver, 

focusing on mental health 

and well-being. They 

discussed strategies to deal 

with unhappy feelings and 

how to support others. After 

half term, they will work 

with Mrs Driver to lead 

sessions for our Year Three 

children. 

BIG Write 

This term we were once 

again able to join together 

outside in order for the 

whole school BIG Write to 

take place. Children 

searched for characters, 

settings and objects to use in 

a story and all the teaching 

staff were very impressed by 

the writing that was 

produced as a result. A huge 

thank you to Mrs Gaffney, 

our Writing Lead, who 

organised the event. 

Parent Consultations 

I would like to thank you for 

your positive engagement 

with our Parent 

Consultations this week. It is 

always important that 

teachers can discuss with 

you your child’s progress in 

all areas of school life in 

order that we can best 

support each and every 

pupil. Class teachers will be 

in touch if you were unable 

to attend an appointment 

this week. 

iRock Music  

 

 

 

 

 

We have a number of pupils 

throughout the school 

enjoying band lessons with 

the new iRock music team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They are learning to play the 

guitar, keyboard and drums 

and look forward to sharing 

their new skills with 

everyone in a special 

assembly on Tuesday 13th 

December.  
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PTFA 

On behalf of our school and 
parent body, I would like to 
thank our out-going Chair, 
Lawrence Gain for being an 
active member of our PTFA 
for so many years. A new 
Chair, Gianni Refalo, was 
elected at the AGM having 
been Vice Chair. It has been 
lovely also to welcome a 
number of new parents to 
our first few meetings. 
 
Among the other committee 
members voted in were 
Melissa Knowles as Secretary 
and Elena Sozzi as Treasurer 
with Chris Farmer as Vice 
Treasurer. Lisa Varndell will 
continue as Nearly New 
Uniform Coordinator, Darren 
Collins is responsible for the 
PTFA Website, Tara Yarker 
collates the PTFA Newsletter 
and Santa Refalo manages 
the Class Cake Sales. 
   
Please do get in touch with 
any of the PTFA members if 
you would like to become 
involved in any way. 
 
Our class cake sales have 
recommenced with 
resounding success – both 
Year 6 classes sold out. The 
next class to get baking is Mr 
Thompson’s Year 5 on Friday 
November 25th 
 
Work is underway organising 
St Mary’s Bingo Night which 
will take place on Friday 11th 
November. 
Our outdoor Christmas 
Fayre is planned for the 
evening of Friday 2nd 
December – more details to 
follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

The funds raised by our PTFA 

are always put to good use …  

This term we have been able 

to purchase two Outside 

Libraries which have been 

thoughtfully stocked by Mrs 

Lawrence and are being well 

used and enjoyed by our 

pupils – enhancing their love 

of reading.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you can see, we have 
had a happy and fruitful 
start to this new academic 
year at St Mary’s …. 
 
 
Whatever your plans, I 
wish all our families a 
lovely autumn break. 
 
 
We will look forward to 
seeing you back in school 
on Monday 31st October. 
 

Miss P M Pickering 

Headteacher 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

• Tuesday 1st November 
9:30am Years 4,5 & 6 Mass at 

Church - All Saints Day 

• Tuesday 8th November 
9:30am Year 6 Mass at Church  

• Friday 11th November  
9:00am Year 4 Assembly 

               6:00pm PTFA Bingo Night 

• Wednesday 23rd November  

9:30am Year 3 Mass at Church 

 

• Friday 25th November  

Year 5 Cake Sale 

 

• Wednesday 30th November 
2:30pm EYFS Nativity 

• Thursday 1st December 
8:00am Advent Mass  

• Friday 2nd December 
5:00pm – 8:00pm                     

Outdoor Christmas Fayre 

• Wednesday 7th December 
2:15pm KS1 Christmas Play 

• Thursday 8th December 
8:00am Advent Mass 

• Saturday 10th December 
11:00am First Reconciliation 

• Tuesday 13th December 
9:00am iRock Concert 
 
EYFS & KS1 Christmas Lunch 

 2:15pm LKS2 Christmas Songs  

• Wednesday 14th December 
9:30am Whole School Mass  

KS2 Christmas Lunch 

• Thursday 15th December  
8:00am Advent Mass 

6:00pm UKS2 Carol Service at 

Immaculate Conception Church 

• Monday 19th December 

        Christmas Party Day 

        Christmas Disco 

 

• Tuesday 20th December 
1:30pm Break up for Christmas  


